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CURRENT STATUS OF THE MARINE FISHERIES RESOURCES IN 

GHANA
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·Located in the Western GoG; Africa

- 750 km north off the equator 

- Latitudes 4 t̄o 12 N̄ 

- Longitudes 3 W̄ and 1 Ē.  

·A coastline of 550 km and a total continental shelf 
area of approximately 24,300 km2. 
- relatively narrow continental shelf to a depth of around 75 1̙20 

m. Trawlable area 169,000km2

·Fishing industry is based on resources from both marine and 
inland (freshwater) waters including coastal lagoons and 
aquaculture. 8/4/2016 MFRD
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ÅThe Fisheries sector accounts for about 5 % of 

ȺĊ± lƶɔƖȺȉʲ̃ȡ Agric. GDP.  

ÅFish contributes 60 % of annual protein intake of 

Ghanaians.

ÅIn addition to food security, the marine fisheries 

sector is estimated to generate approximately 

US $1 billion in total revenue each year. 

ÅThe latest figures indicate that the sector 

ȉ±Ǻȉ±ȡ±ƖȺȡ "bƶɔȺ ̟˱̣ ͅ ƶí óĊ"Ɩ"̃ȡ ó{ǹ ˷ìĜȡĊ±ȉĜ±ȡ 

and Aquaculture Development Plan 2011-2016 ̙

).

óĊ"Ɩ"̃ȡ ìĜȡĊ±ȉĜ±ȡ Ƞ±lȺƶȉ 



The Marine Sector of óĊ"Ɩ"̃ȡ fishery

Artisanal fishery - Canoe 
fishery using a variety of 
gears including the beach 
seine. Over 9,500 canoes 
(2014 register)

Industrial comprising the 

107 bottom trawlers  2 

shrimpers and 37 tuna 

vessels 2014 

Inshore fishery- operated 

from crafts with inboard 

engines with wooden hull 

(403 registered in 2014 (2014 

)
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TOTAL LANDINGS 
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Landings of fish resources from allfleet (marine 
and inland)1950 -2010 & 2010 -2014
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ARTISANAL FISHERY ïMAINLY CHARACTERISED 

BY THE SMALL PELAGIC SPECIES

̐A variety of gears are used to exploit these fish 

species from dugout canoes.

̐Sardinella forms at least 40 % of the artisanal 

catches and has been the ̂ b"lŦbƶƖ±̃ ƶí óĊ"Ɩ"̃ȡ 

fisheries for decades;
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The Sardinellafishery is seasonal with the 
Sardinellaaurita more abundant between 
July and September than the Sardinella
maderensis
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